
We have to say goodbye to one of
our hardest working Golf Club
Directors - Doug Ward.  Doug has
moved back to Melbourne after
eleven years in Corowa, to be close
to family, particularly the five
grandchildren, all born since his
arrival in Corowa.
In Melbourne Doug had his own
business, installing security
systems.  But his knee became a
problem and climbing into roof
spaces was becoming difficult. 
 When the Golfers Lodge motel
came up for sale in 2010, the time
was right for Doug and his wife
Anita to have a tree change.   He
was invited to join the Board of
Directors in 2014 and  became Vice-
President in 2015.
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Doug had always been a sole trader,
and had never been on a committee
before this, so found it enlightening
listening to the variety of opinions
and points of view, and making
decisions based not just on his own
opinion.
Projects that he was involved in were
the installation of all the cameras in
the club, the purchase of the golf
carts, and the fifteen months he,
Steve Rodway, and unsung hero Di
Cornelius, ran the Club after the
departure of the manager at the time.
His proudest achievement was the
installation of the refrigerated
bubblers.  His biggest disappointment
was the failure to get the pool up and
running as a going concern.  He had it
all working, but Council requirements
made it too cost prohibitive for the
club to implement.  
While he'll miss the golf club and his
golf buddies, he's looking forward to
having a 9 -5 job, social golf with his
sons, and enjoying time with family.  
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...............AND HELLO

The Club welcomes a new member
to its Board of Directors - Deb
Eason. Deb worked as a Health
Professional for 32 years, first as a
dietitian then in administration, until
redundancy forced her to find new
employment.  She currently works as
Police Administrator for Victoria
Police, stationed at Wangaratta.
Deb has been playing golf since she
was eight, starting at Marong near
Bendigo, then at Wangaratta when
she moved into the North East area.  
She has ben playing golf at Corowa
for over twenty years.
Her motivation for joining the Board
was to be in a position to facilitate
change, and to contribute to
decision making processes. 

Issues that she is keen to address as
a Director are - gender equality
within the club, more diligence in
behaviours, in the way we conduct
ourselves as members of the club,
and general presentation of the club
and of ourselves
Deb loves being a member of a club,
because of the social interaction it
provides, social interaction being
extremely important for mental
health. In her opinion Corowa Golf
Club is particularly good at making
people feel socially connected,
especially the women members.  The
women have great camaraderie, are
very supportive of each other and
welcome new members
wholeheartedly into the group.  
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Brett Skinner is our new Course
Superintendent, commencing work on
February 15. He grew up in Corowa,
moving here from Melbourne when he
was nine.  At the end of Year 10, in 2004,
he took up a greenkeeping
apprenticeship at Howlong Golf Club. 
He has always loved the outdoors and
outdoor sports, and two work experience
stints at the MCG while at school,
reinforced his idea to become a
greenkeeper.
He was Course Superintendent at
Howlong from 2010 - 2013. Then a new
opportunity presented, and he left to take
up a role as consultant for a sports turf
company which involved international
and interstate travel, and working with
people from different sports, from race
tracks to bowls to football fields.  After
four years he returned to Howlong Golf
Club, working as Assistant Greenkeeper,
spending thirteen years there all told.

He was very excited when this job came
up, and while he is aware of the
challenges, decided it was a good fit for
him and his young family .
There are currently five ground staff,
including Brett, but coming into next
summer, which is the busy time, he
hopes to employ some casual labour. A
part-time mechanic will join the staff
shortly to maintain the machinery,
working 10 - 12 hours a week, which will
allow the groundsmen to concentrate on
the course itself.
Short term plans include getting the
playing surfaces  more consistent, and
improving the presentation around the
tee blocks. Moving forward  he will look
at coring and top dressing the greens,
fairway maintenance and scarifying.
Longer term plans include course
enhancement, not rebuilding, just
working with what we have, making it
more attractive for the members, and
taking care of dangerous trees. Bunkers
are an on-going problem, and maybe
some of the locations need to be
addressed. Meanwhile they will work on 
 the  surface and softening the playing
base.
While he loves his job, especially in
autumn, there are downsides, like long
hours and being constantly on alert. The
biggest downside is Mother Nature. 
 While he can have everything under
control, Mother Nature can wreak havoc,
as we have all seen.

. 

INTRODUCING
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 PHOTO GALLERY
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Alan, Alan and Tony  taking time
out to smell the roses on the
park bench outside the Pro
Shop.

Andy and Dave on the diggers on the West
course. They've moved to the East course
now and hope to be finished by Anzac Day
- barring a 1 in 100 weather event I guess.

This area was yukky with yuccas - now
they're gone.  Will it be a kids' playground, a
virtual golf course, mini golf or practice
nets?  Watch this space!

The lovely new outdoor area outside the Pro
Shop.
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A memorial to Tony Livingston and
Peter Carter organised by their golfing
buddies.

Marj and Gay, two of our volunteers for the
Murray Open, relaxing after their shift.

New signage, reminding us to drive
slowly and be mindful of pedestrians
leaving and entering the club..
Also this is now designated as a No
Parking zone, pick-up and drop-off only. 
 This area becomes very congested at
busy times.
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meet the team

The Pro shop has three casual staff members who all enjoy coming to work.

Josh Wilson has spent all his life in Corowa and
has been working at the Pro Shop for four years.  
He is also in his final year of Nursing studies at
Wodonga TAFE. He loves working at the Pro 
 Shop, interacting with all the golfers.  His other
interests include soccer, especially following his
team Liverpool, and reading.  Initially he was
dubious about the Pro Shop moving to its new
location, but now he sees it as a good thing, with
lots of people popping in to look at the wares.

Louise Holden has also grown up in Corowa,
playing hockey in her younger days.  She took
up golf six years ago after participating in a
Beginners' Program instigated by Gwynneth
Handberg and Marg Playford.  After that she
played for two years with the Lady Niners who
looked after her well. Since then she plays golf
as often as possible and loves to travel to golf
tournaments. She loves talking to the
customers about their golf.

Annie Sinclair grew up in the High Country but
moved to Rutherglen for her son's schooling.
She started playing golf in Rutherglen six years
ago so she wouldn't be a golf widow!  Now she
is Ladies' Captain at Rutherglen and  is an
Accredited Community Instructor for all
abilities.  She loves her work and loves talking
to all the golfers who share the same passion.
Outside of work she enjoys  painting, craft and
collecting antiques.
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With a small amount of normality
returning to our lives it was fantastic
to be able to host the Murray Open
(qualifier for the NSW Open) and our
annual Marcus Fraser Ambrose
weekend. Both events were extremely
successful, particularly given the
effects of Covid, border closures and
restrictions.
Congratulations must go to all
involved in organising, preparing for,
running and participating in both
events. 
While we are certainly not out of the
woods in respect of Covid, our club
continues to attract the local
community and visitors and the
atmosphere that has been created as
a result is a pleasure to see and be a
part of. Again, congratulations to all
our staff and members.
I hope we all stay well and continue
to be patient and “nice” to each
other.

 

A WORD FROM 
PRESIDENT MALCOLM

 

Steven Bradbury & Marcus

Ready for action.

An early morning start.

GOLFER TO CADDIE: “WHY DO YOU KEEP LOOKING AT
YOUR WATCH? I FIND IT VERY DISTRACTING.”

CADDIE: “IT’S NOT A WATCH, SIR – IT’S A COMPASS.”
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Although Border closures put paid to
our Play and Stay visitors, the Club
has seen many improvements which
confirm our connection and
importance to the local community.
We have seen great support for our
Specialty nights, Bingo, Trivia nights
and Sunday Sessions.  Our venue
and catering options have seen a
significant increase in functions and
celebrations, and we are extremely
well supported by the Corowa &
District Darts Association. Being a
golf club the most pleasing aspect is
the increased numbers playing golf,
and the increase of golfing
memberships.
The year started with great golf
events. We were excited to host the
inaugural Murray Open, a qualifying
event for the NSW Open, followed by
the Veterans' Week of Golf and
culminating  in the Marcus Fraser
Ambrose.

AROUND THE CLUB 
WITH DANIEL

 MURRAY OPEN GALLERY
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N E X T  I S S U E :  J U N E


